CHAPTER HI

THE MILITARY CAREER

THE actual circumstances in which James joined the French Army are a
little obscure. Fie was negotiating for a troop of horse as early as July
1651, at the time of crisis in his relations with his mother, as an alter-
native plan to that of joining the French Court, and it is asserted that he
was in action on Christmas Day of that year, when he distinguished him-
self by leading a forlorn hope against Condi's troops and having a horse
shot under him.1 He says in his memoirs, and he is supported by
Clarendon, that the question of his joining the Army was a matter of
keen debate in the royal counsels in the spring of 1652, that he himself
was very anxious to go and that his only ally at first was Sir John
Berkeley, but that in time he persuaded both Charles and his mother to
give consent. Possibly the earlier adventure was undertaken without
their previous knowledge. Even in 1652 he joined only as a volunteer,
though soon after joining he was given a regular commission in command
of the Switzers. He had great difficulty in raising funds for equipment,
and when he left Paris it was with very few attendants, the faithful
Berkeley being one, and *'without so much as a led-horse in case of
necessity".

It is not possible to give here more than the briefest outline of the
circumstances in which the French Government and people were in
the spring of 1652. Richelieu, who had been virtually dictator, had died
over nine years earlier, when France was still engaged in the final stages
of the Thirty Years* War. Richelieu, like many dictators, had lived
too much in the present, he had made no provision for the continuance
of his system of government after his death, he had neither trained able
subordinates to succeed him nor created permanent institutions through
which the royal will could operate. His successor, Cardinal Mazarin, an
Italian, and for that reason unpopular with the French nobles, was a
very able diplomatist, but he entirely lacked the necessary ruthlessness
in home affairs; Mazarin's two great assets were the possession of the
person of the boy King and of the entire confidence of the Queen
Mother, Anne of Austria. In 1648 the Thirty Years' War ended in the
Peace of Westphalia, and the French nobles, whose power it had been

\ According to Aumale (Les Princes de Condt, VI, 116), Cond6 was not in
action on Christmas Day 1651, but was manoeuvring in the valley of the
Charente,

38